
REFOR T RESUMES
ED 013 171 RC 001 721

WIDENING CULTURAL HORIZONS THROUGH THE PERFORMING ARTS.

BY-.. BIGELOW, LOIS M.

MERCED COUNTY SCHOOL OFFICE, CALIF.
FUS DATE JUN 67

EORS PRICE MF.-.$0.25 HC.-$1.76 44F.

DESCRIPTORS- BANDS (MUSIC), CULTURALLY DISADVANTAGED,

CONCERTS, *CULTURAL ENRICHMENT, DANCE, ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS,

*FINE ARTS, INSTRUCTIONAL TRIPS, INSTRUCTIONAL IMPROVEMENT,

MUSIC, MUSIC EDUCATION, *MUSIC ACTIVITIES, MUSIC TECHNIQUES,

NURSERY SCHOOLS, OPERA, PRIVATE SCHOOLS, SECONDARY SCHOOLS,

THE MERCED COUNTY SCHOOLS OFFICE, MERCED COUNTY,

CALIFORNIA, BROUGHT TO ITS SCHOOLS A PROGRAM OF PLANNED LIVE

PERFORMANCES. A TOTAL OF 127,573 STUDENTS FROM 21 ELEMENTARY

SCHOOLS, 6 SECONDARY SCHOOLS, 5 PRE-SCHOOL CENTERS, AND 6

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS ATTENDED PROGRAMS. THE 25 PERFORMING GROUPS

INCLUDED BALLET DANCERS, CHOIRS, SANDS, ORCHESTRAS, AN

AMERICAN INDIAN DANCE GROUP, DRAMA GROUPS, JAZZ'ANO DANCE

ENSEMBLES, AND SOLOS. THE PROJECT EVALUATION, CONDUCTED SY A

PROFESSIONAL EVALUATION TEAM FROM SAN FRANCISCO STATE

COLLEGE, CONCLUDED THAT THE PROJECT (1) WAS EDUCATIONALLY

SOUND, (2) WELL COORDINATED, (3) PROVIDED A BALANCE OF

DIFFERENT TYPES OF PERFORMING GROUPS, AND (4) PROVIDED FOR

GOOD PERFORMER- LISTENER RAPPORT. (SF)
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A

rt
s 

Pr
oj

ec
t"

is
 s

ho
w

n
by

 th
e 

re
qu

es
ts

 f
or

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

be
en

 m
ad

e
fr

om
 s

uc
h 

fa
r-

re
ac

hi
ng

 a
re

as
 a

s 
A

rl
in

gt
on

, V
ir

gi
ni

a;
 P

A
C

E
 C

en
te

r,
So

no
m

a 
C

ou
nt

y,
C

al
if

or
ni

a;
 H

an
co

ck
, M

ic
hi

ga
n;

 G
re

en
sb

or
o,

 N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a;

W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

D
.C

.; 
O

kl
ah

om
a 

C
ity

; L
os

 A
ng

el
es

 C
ou

nt
y 

Sc
ho

ol
s

O
ff

ic
e;

 F
or

th
 W

or
th

,
T

ex
as

.

T
he

 a
nn

ua
l r

ep
or

t i
s 

to
 b

e 
di

st
ri

bu
te

d 
to

 a
bo

ut
si

x 
hu

nd
re

d
ag

en
ci

es
.

E
V

A
L

U
A

T
IO

N
 O

F 
PR

O
JE

C
T

T
he

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s 

of
 th

e
je

ct
" 

is
 b

ei
ng

 c
ar

ri
ed

 o
n 

in
 th

es
e 

tw
o 

di
m

en
si

on
s:

.
.

.
by

 a
 te

am
 o

f 
ev

al
ua

to
rs

 w
ho

se
 jo

b
pr

og
ra

m

'S
Pe

rf
or

m
in

g 
A

rt
s 

Pr
o-

is
 to

 a
pp

ra
is

e 
th

e

.
.

. a
n 

on
-g

oi
ng

 p
ro

je
ct

 e
va

lu
at

io
n 

by
 th

e 
M

ul
ti-

C
ou

nt
y 

Su
p-

pl
em

en
ta

ry
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l S
er

vi
ce

 G
ro

up
 o

f 
w

hi
ch

 M
er

ce
d

C
ou

nt
y 

is
 a

 p
ar

t

T
he

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l e
va

lu
at

io
n 

te
am

 is
 c

om
pr

is
ed

 o
f 

th
re

e
m

en
 f

ro
m

Sa
n 

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
St

at
e 

C
ol

le
ge

: J
. F

en
to

n 
M

cK
en

na
, D

ea
n,

 S
ch

oo
l o

f 
C

re
at

iv
e

A
rt

s;
 M

er
vi

n 
Fr

ee
dm

an
, C

ha
ir

m
an

, D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
Ps

yc
ho

lo
gy

, a
nd

Jo
se

ph
 A

xe
lr

od
, P

ro
fe

ss
or

 o
f 

W
or

ld
 L

ite
ra

tu
re

. T
he

ir
 r

ep
or

t i
s 

gi
ve

n
on

 th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g 
pa

ge
s:

R
E

PO
R

T
 I

T
he

 N
ee

d
W

e 
ar

e 
co

nv
in

ce
d 

th
at

 M
er

ce
d 

C
ou

nt
y 

is
a 

ve
ry

 "
ne

ed
y"

 a
re

a
in

so
fa

r 
as

 th
e 

pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

ar
ts

 a
re

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
. I

n
an

 a
ge

 o
f 

m
ec

ha
ni

ze
d

en
te

rt
ai

nm
en

t a
nd

 c
an

ne
d 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

, n
on

-u
rb

an
ar

ea
s 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 h

av
e

lo
st

 to
uc

h 
w

ith
 li

ve
 a

rt
is

ts
 a

nd
 li

ve
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
s.

 T
he

 c
ity

 y
ou

ng
st

er
at

le
as

t h
as

 th
e 

op
po

ru
ni

ty
th

ou
gh

 w
e 

kn
ow

 th
at

 h
e 

m
us

t b
e 

ed
uc

at
ed



to
 ta

ke
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f 

th
at

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

bu
t t

he
 r

ur
al

 c
hi

ld
 is

 u
nf

or
tu

n-
at

el
y,

 to
da

y,
 d

en
ie

d 
ev

en
 th

at
. T

he
 "

Pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

A
rt

s 
Pr

oj
ec

t"
 is

 th
er

ef
or

e
fu

lf
ill

in
g 

an
 im

po
rt

an
t a

nd
 u

ni
qu

e 
ne

ed
 w

hi
ch

 a
pp

ea
rs

 to
 u

s 
to

 b
e 

gr
ea

te
r

in
 M

er
ce

d 
C

ou
nt

y 
th

an
 in

 m
or

e 
ur

ba
ni

ze
d 

co
un

tie
s 

of
 C

al
if

or
ni

a.

T
he

 S
co

pe

T
he

 n
ee

d,
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 b
ri

ef
ly

 in
 th

e 
pr

ec
ed

in
g 

pa
ra

gr
ap

h,
 is

 to
 b

e
fo

un
d 

no
t o

nl
y 

am
on

g 
th

e 
po

or
er

 p
up

ils
. O

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
ex

ce
lle

nt
 f

ea
tu

re
s 

of
th

e 
Pr

oj
ec

t, 
in

 o
ur

 o
pi

ni
on

, i
s 

its
 w

id
e 

sc
op

e,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

as
 it

 d
oe

s 
no

t o
nl

y
th

e 
"d

is
ad

va
nt

ag
ed

" 
bu

t a
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

 o
f 

pu
bl

ic
 a

nd
 p

ri
va

te
 s

ch
oo

ls
.

St
at

is
tic

s 
fo

un
d 

el
se

w
he

re
 in

 th
is

 r
ep

or
t s

ho
w

 th
e 

w
id

e 
sc

op
e 

of
 th

e 
en

te
r-

pr
is

e 
an

d 
ne

ed
 n

ot
 to

 b
e 

re
pe

at
ed

 h
er

e.

T
he

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

Pr
oj

ec
t

W
e 

ar
e 

fa
vo

ra
bl

y 
im

pr
es

se
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 w

hi
ch

 h
av

e
gu

id
ed

 th
e 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

oj
ec

t a
nd

 w
ith

 th
e 

ef
fi

ci
en

cy
 th

at
 h

as
be

en
 a

pp
lie

d 
in

 im
pl

em
en

tin
g 

th
em

:

a)
 W

e 
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

e 
of

 d
if

fe
re

nt
ia

te
d 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

s 
fo

r
di

ff
er

en
t a

ge
 g

ro
up

s.
 T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
po

in
t i

n 
fi

lli
ng

 u
p 

an
 a

ud
ito

ri
um

 in
 a

gi
ve

n 
sc

ho
ol

 if
 th

er
eb

y 
th

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 b

ot
h 

in
tim

ac
y 

an
d 

di
re

ct
 r

el
ev

an
ce

 to
a 

gi
ve

n 
ag

e 
gr

ou
p 

is
 lo

st
. W

e 
be

lie
ve

 it
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ed
uc

at
io

na
lly

 s
ou

nd
if

 s
om

ew
ha

t m
or

e 
ex

pe
ns

iv
e 

w
he

n 
fi

gu
re

d 
in

 "
pe

r 
pu

pi
l"

 te
rm

s
to

 h
av

e
sm

al
le

r 
gr

ou
ps

 a
nd

 to
 a

sk
 p

er
fo

rm
er

s 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

 b
ot

h 
a 

se
ns

e 
of

in
tim

ac
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

pu
pi

ls
 a

nd
 to

 d
ir

ec
t t

he
ir

 p
er

fo
rm

an
ce

s 
to

 in
te

re
st

s,
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
gs

 a
nd

 n
ee

ds
 o

f 
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

ge
 g

ro
up

s.

b)
 W

e 
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

em
ph

as
is

 in
 th

e 
Pr

oj
ec

t t
o 

pr
ep

ar
e 

te
ac

he
rs

an
d 

pu
pi

ls
 b

ef
or

e 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
s 

ar
e 

gi
ve

n 
an

d 
to

 f
ol

lo
w

 u
p 

w
ith

 te
ac

he
rs

an
d 

pu
pi

ls
 a

ft
er

 th
e 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

s 
ar

e 
gi

ve
n.

 T
he

 p
ro

gr
am

 n
ot

es
 p

re
pa

re
d

at
 th

e 
C

ou
nt

y 
O

ff
ic

e 
ar

e 
ex

ce
lle

nt
, a

nd
 th

e 
in

te
rv

ie
w

s 
w

e 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t w
ith

te
ac

he
rs

 a
nd

 a
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
s 

bo
th

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fa
ll 

an
d 

sp
ri

ng
 s

em
es

te
rs

ha
ve

 in
di

ca
te

d 
th

ey
 a

re
 m

os
t h

el
pf

ul
.

c)
 S

ch
ed

ul
in

g 
ha

s 
be

en
 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
co

m
pl

ex
 b

ut
 w

el
l h

an
dl

ed
,

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 r
es

po
ns

es
 w

e 
ha

ve
 h

ad
 f

ro
m

 te
ac

he
rs

 a
nd

 p
ri

nc
ip

al
s.

 E
ve

ry
-

on
e 

ha
s 

re
m

ar
ke

d 
on

 th
e 

w
ay

 e
ve

nt
s 

be
gi

n 
on

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
en

d 
on

 ti
m

e;
he

nc
e 

th
ey

 c
an

 b
e 

pl
an

ne
d 

fo
r 

by
 lo

ca
l p

er
so

nn
el

 a
nd

 d
o 

no
t i

nt
er

fe
re

w
ith

 o
th

er
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 a
nd

 c
la

ss
es

 p
la

nn
ed

 f
or

 th
e 

da
y.

d)
 T

he
 b

al
an

ce
 o

f 
di

ff
er

en
t t

yp
es

 o
f 

pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

gr
ou

ps
lo

ca
l

ve
rs

us
 o

ut
-o

f-
to

w
n 

gr
ou

ps
, e

th
ni

c 
gr

ou
ps

 a
nd

 c
ol

le
ge

 g
ro

up
s 

an
d 

pr
of

es
-

si
on

al
 g

ro
up

s
ha

s 
be

en
 e

xc
el

le
nt

, i
n 

ou
r 

op
in

io
n.

e)
 R

el
at

io
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
C

ou
nt

y 
O

ff
ic

e 
an

d 
th

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 d
is

-
tr

ic
ts

 h
av

e 
be

en
 e

xc
el

le
nt

. T
he

re
 is

 g
en

ui
ne

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n.

 W
e 

ha
ve

 a
sk

ed
ab

ou
t t

hi
s 

po
in

t i
n 

bo
th

 o
ur

 f
al

l a
nd

 s
pr

in
g 

vi
si

ts
 to

 th
e 

di
st

ri
ct

s,
 a

nd
 ju

dg
-

in
g 

fr
om

 r
es

po
ns

es
, t

hi
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 o
ur

 c
on

cl
us

io
n,

 w
ith

ou
t e

xc
ep

tio
n.

f)
 T

he
 g

eo
gr

ap
hi

ca
l d

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n 

of
 th

e 
pe

rf
or

m
in

g 
gr

ou
ps

 w
ith

in
th

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
co

un
ty

 p
oi

nt
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 e
ff

ic
ie

nt
ly

 h
an

dl
ed

, f
ro

m
 th

e 
po

in
t

of
 v

ie
w

 o
f 

ne
ed

, f
ro

m
 th

e 
po

in
t o

f 
vi

ew
 o

f 
co

nv
en

ie
nc

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
gr

ou
ps

 in
th

ei
r 

tr
av

el
 a

rr
an

ge
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
of

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t, 

an
d 

fr
om

 th
e

po
in

t o
f 

vi
ew

 o
f 

ec
on

om
y 

in
 tr

av
el

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 c

os
ts

.

g)
 T

he
re

 is
 a

 s
tr

on
g 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

ar
t e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
an

d
ed

uc
at

io
na

l v
al

ue
. T

he
 p

ro
gr

am
 h

as
 a

 v
er

y 
po

si
tiv

e 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l d
im

en
-

si
on

, a
nd

 th
e 

pl
an

ni
ng

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ex

ce
lle

nt
 in

 th
is

 r
es

pe
ct

. T
he

 s
pe

ct
ru

m
of

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

ha
s 

be
en

 b
ro

ad
, b

ut
 w

hi
le

 it
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

at
tr

ac
tiv

e 
in

 th
e

en
te

rt
ai

nm
en

t s
en

se
, i

t h
as

 n
ot

 b
ee

n 
de

si
gn

ed
 o

r 
ex

ec
ut

ed
 w

ith
 th

at
 a

s
an

 o
bj

ec
tiv

e.
 I

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
en

te
rt

ai
ni

ng
 in

 th
e 

pu
re

 s
en

se
, b

ut
, a

s 
w

ith
 a

ll
go

od
 e

du
ca

tio
n,

 it
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

hi
gh

ly
 m

ot
iv

at
in

g 
an

d 
in

st
ru

ct
iv

e 
as

 w
el

l.
T

he
 y

ou
ng

 p
eo

pl
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
m

ov
ed

 to
 v

is
ua

l r
ea

ct
io

n 
in

 p
ai

nt
in

g,
 v

er
ba

l
re

ac
tio

n 
in

 w
ri

tin
g 

an
d 

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

f 
as

pe
ct

s 
of

 li
fe

 th
ey

 h
ad

 n
ot

 k
no

w
n

be
fo

re
. I

n 
ob

se
rv

at
io

n 
of

 p
os

t-
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
 c

la
ss

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
, t

he
 im

pa
ct

 a
nd

ca
rr

y-
ov

er
 is

 v
er

y 
im

pr
es

si
ve

.

h)
 O

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
in

 a
n 

ef
fo

rt
 s

uc
h 

as
 th

is
 is

 to
 g

et
th

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 g

ro
up

s 
to

 b
e 

aw
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

vi
ta

l n
ee

d 
fo

r 
a 

ra
pp

or
t w

ith
th

e 
yo

un
g 

pe
op

le
 w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 r
es

ul
t i

n 
an

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
in

 d
ep

th
.

T
hi

s 
ha

s 
be

en
 a

cc
om

pl
is

he
d 

in
 a

n 
un

us
ua

l d
eg

re
e.

 T
he

 p
er

fo
rm

in
g 

gr
ou

ps
ha

ve
 r

ep
or

te
d 

on
 th

ei
r 

ow
n 

le
ar

ni
ng

 e
xe

ri
en

ce
 in

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

a 
fo

rm
at

 f
or

te
ac

hi
ng

. T
he

 b
ri

dg
e 

w
hi

ch
 is

 s
o 

ce
nt

ra
l i

n 
m

ak
in

g 
th

is
 ty

pe
 o

f 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

no
t o

nl
y 

en
te

rt
ai

ni
ng

 b
ut

 e
du

ca
tio

na
lly

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l h

as
 b

ee
n 

m
ad

e.
 I

n
ou

r 
di

sc
us

si
on

s 
w

ith
 p

ar
en

ts
, p

up
ils

 a
nd

 te
ac

he
rs

, w
e 

fo
un

d 
th

at
 th

is
 h

as
be

en
 v

er
if

ie
d.

 T
he

 c
ar

e 
an

d 
w

or
k 

of
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 in
 c

ha
rg

e 
of

 th
e 

pr
o-

gr
am

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ev

id
en

ce
d 

in
 th

e 
qu

al
ity

 o
f 

th
e 

in
st

ru
ct

io
na

l v
al

ue
 o

f 
th

e
pr

og
ra

m
. T

he
re

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
a 

co
ns

is
te

nt
 p

le
a 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
pr

og
ra

m
s,

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
on

ly
 a

tte
st

 to
 th

e 
su

cc
es

s 
of

 th
os

e 
al

re
ad

y 
co

m
pl

et
ed

. T
ea

ch
er

s 
an

d 
ad

-
m

in
is

tr
at

or
s 

ar
e 

en
th

us
ia

st
ic

 a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t h

as
 h

ap
pe

ne
d.

 T
ho

se
 w

ho
 w

er
e

sk
ep

tic
al

 h
av

e 
be

en
 w

on
 o

ve
r 

to
 s

up
po

rt
 o

f 
th

e 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l v
al

ue
 o

f 
th

e
pr

og
ra

m
. T

he
se

 o
bs

er
va

tio
ns

 a
re

 th
e 

re
su

lt 
of

 v
is

its
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
 w

ith
th

e 
te

ac
he

rs
, a

dm
in

is
tr

at
or

s 
an

d 
th

e 
yo

un
g 

pe
op

le
 in

vo
lv

ed
.

In
 th

e 
sp

ri
ng

 s
em

es
te

r 
a 

qu
es

tio
nn

ai
re

 w
as

 a
dm

in
is

te
re

d 
in

 o
rd

er
to

 c
ol

le
ct

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 d

at
a.

 S
ec

tio
n 

II
 r

ep
or

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

nn
ai

re
 a

nd
th

e 
da

ta
 it

 p
ro

du
ce

d.
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